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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this thesis entitled ‘A Comparative Study of The Theory of
Knowledge of Theravada Buddhist Philosophy and A.J.Ayer’ is to study and then
compare the theory of Theravada Buddhist philosophy with that of Ayer. The study
is concerned with meaning, nature, classification, origin and criteria of truth of
knowledge. The results of the study are as follows :

1. According to Theravada Buddhist philosophy, knowledge has both
ordinary and extra-ordinary meanings and it is in its nature some kinds of
behaviour or capacity of mind in ordinary and extra-ordinary levels,
whereas Ayer holds that knowledge has only ordinary meaning and its
nature is only ordinary.

2. Both philosophies classify knowledge in terms of practical usefulness.
Ayer ‘s classification, however, is mainly concerned with propositions,
while extra-ordinary knowledge is also included in Theravada Buddhist

philosophy.



()

3. Both are identical so far as the origin of knowledge is concerned; their
difference is only in names.

4, Correspondence theory, coherence theory, pragmatic theory of truth are
welcome in Theravada Buddhist philosophy, whereas Ayer rejects
coherence theory of truth. Besides, the former pursues both conventional

and absolute truths; while the latter only conventional.
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” A.J.Ayer, The Central Questions of Philosophy, (Harmondsworth : Penguin, 1973), p.58.
“The theory of knowledge has three main purposes : to arrive at a satisfactory definition of
knowledge; to determine what sorts of propositions can be known to be true; and to explain how

these propositions can be known to be true.”
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“ Alfred J.Ayer, The Foundations of Empirical Knowledge, (London : Macmillan, 1940), p.79.

“...the word “awareness” only in connexion with sense-data,...”

“ Ibid., p.61.

“This definition of sense-data as the objects of direct awareness is often associated with a
particular view about the analysis of sensations which it does not logically entail.”

“Ibid, p.79.

“...the word “perception” only in connexion with material things,...”

“Ibid, p.1.

“I have no doubt whatsoever that | really am perceiving the familiar objects, the chairs and
table, the pictures and books and flowers with which my room is furnished ; and | am therefore

satisfied that they exist.”
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* Ibid, p.79.

“...the word “knowledge” to its propositional sense.”

“ Ibid, p.80.

“For the meaning of the expression “direct awareness” is such that, whenever we are directly
aware of sense-datum, it follows that we know some proposition which describes the sense-datum to
be true.”

N Op.cit.

“| think that all that is required for an empirical proposition to be known is that it should in fact
be true, that no doubt should be felt about its truth, and that the belief in it should not have been
reached by way of belief in any false proposition, and should have good inductive grounds; and in
this sense we can claim to know propositions about the existence and properties of material things,
alhough our perceptions can never afford us a logical guarantee of their truth. But it is widely held

that when we speak of knowing a proposition which describes a presented sense-datum,...”
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“A. Phillips Griffiths, A.J.Ayer Memorial Essays, (Great Britain: Cambridge University Press,
1991) p.118. “Ayer rejects the view that knowing something is being in special state of mind distinct
from believing it.”

" A.J.Ayer, The Problem of Knowledge, (Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1956), p.15.

“...the verb ‘to know’ is used to signify a disposition or, as Ryle puts it, that it is a ‘capacity’
verb. To have knowledge is to have the power to give a successful performance, ...”

*® Op.cit.

“l know some facts of ancient history and | do not know them only on the rare occasions

when | call them to mind. | know them at this moment even though | am not think of them.”
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" Ibid., p.17.

“...the expression ' | know * commonly has what he calls a ‘ performative ' rather than a
descriptive use. To say that | know that something is the case, though it does imply that | am sure of
it, is not so much to report my state of mind as to vouch for the truth of whatever it may be.”

" AJ.Ayer, The Central Questions of Philosophy, p.55.

o A.J.Ayer, The Problem of Knowledge, p.16.
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ot A.J.Ayer, Language, Truth and Logic, 2" ed.,(London: Victor Gollancz, 1946), p.36.

“there are mountain on the other side of the moon.”

*% Ibid., p.37.

“A proposition is said to be verifiable, in the strong sense of the term, if, and only if, its truth
could be conclusively established.”

" Op.cit.

“itis verifiable, in the weak sense, if it is possible for experience to render it probable.”

*“ Ibid., p.38.
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> Alfred J.Ayer, The Foundations of Empirical Knowledge, p.230.

“...for we have constructed the sense-datum language in such a way that whenever it is true
that a material thing is perceived, it must also be true that a sense-datum is sensed; and this applies
also to the cases where the existence of the material thing is inferred from observations of its

“physical effects” “
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“* Ibid., p.58-59.

“... aperson A is perceiving a material thing M, which appears to him to have the quality X,
may be expressed in the sense-datum terminology by saying that A is sensing a sense-datum s,
which really has the quality x, and which belongs to M. In this case it is assumed that the word
“ perceive”, or whatever word may be employed to designate the kind of perceiving that is in
question, is being used in such a way that to say that a material thing M is perceive entails saying
that it exists. If we do not make this assumption, then we must say not that s belongs to M but only
that A takes it to belong to M, and so allow for the possibility that M does not exist; but in other
respects the translation is the same. And from this it follows that to assert that people actually do
experience sense-data need be to assert no more than that such propositions as that | am now
perceiving a clock or a pen or a table, in a sense of “perceiving” that does not necessarily entail that
these objects exist, are sometimes true. | can therefore claim to be using the word “sense-datum” in
such a way that there can be no serious doubt that sense-data actually are experienced.”

“* Ibid., p.102.

“In this way we arrive also at the use of the word “proposition” to stand for the “object” of an
intellection. For only that which is true can be known; and only that which is capable of being true or

false can be supposed, or doubted, or imagined, or believe.”



b

wanani uafldesuneieNeularesaand Tnanannldly wilsde “The
Problem of Knowledge” 31 “drwidnaaagidsNaulananiuiaziieanadniunid

= P QI = N QI dl 1 1 a Q/:I/ % | a
@Zﬁllﬂ’]’]ﬂ\lg[?l’ﬂﬂxﬂﬁ IPEINITULIN AD mslmwLﬁ?’mmmmmmwguumuﬂu@ia 1sznnsg

naas Ao yaralasasdulalugaiy uaslsenisiau fife yaraladesidnsdulaly

v
o

= ¥
ANUUAE

3 ol

o =K o

o a -8 ¥ 2 16 & o 5 ! 4
AMMNATBRTLUNE UL TUNAU A1 gasinunLans lud It aLa U i

2ape

(Subiject: S ) Azfipnudsianied (P ) AfaLNe
(o) (UARTUAzARLTINATY (It is true that P)
(o) H3azrassiulaluninsvi (S is sure that P)
(en) Q’iﬁam%ﬁﬂﬂumﬁmﬁﬁu (S has the right to be sure that P)

waflFtudunusartouladndanuaniunienssnzdwiumnug  uay
Y D Ao = [ o I a -
dannumatiiianuanvnantaissneuds Insueslduandssfiunisdimasiiiy
4 ¥ o -lE’
4o - 195an

(o) AnwauzANaAluresReuladefutlsreswes Daddludanainenei

3

o‘dl dJ (] v Y v % d’ A 1 e A % 1 % 1
@NH?MW@@T\ﬂN%’W%V’W@IMLLEI\{L@ Gﬁqammﬂu@mmumwumummmwm@gLme

a9 U
dl 9/&‘ QI dl 9/:// QI 9:/ ¥ | a v a v | a ] ZJ/ =X
mimm@zgmimmumimuu Avluazpaailua LL@?JE‘LIWWMQZM‘QQLTJ‘H@NLVHHM@\WZZ

awnaniulls  Asuaslinanaiiulidngn  “anuinfisauiunediluaninznieas

[
ada a

Yy ] dl [ QI QI dl ] 9:/ ” A 1 o ¥ [
m@qQgLLmmumzﬁ‘ugmﬁwmmmmlmmuuﬂmLmuu 0891 tUARANNEIUBINU

'
A a

ANENNARTE3 vize Avilumnnuaseligalizaunisniuaraiunsanauaslaain
Aeilu  ARNATeIeNERAAAraNNTaasAMiulAa N BaTias ANt TuaesRenly

a %%
NAAUDIES

. A.J.Ayer, The Problem of Knowledge, p.35.
“l conclude then that the necessary and sufficient conditions for knowing that something is
the case are first that what one is said to know be true, secondly that one be sure of it, and thirdly that

one should have the right to be sure.”
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“* Ibid., p.31.
“* David S. Clarke, Jr."On Judging Sufficiency of Evidence”, The Philosophy of A.J.Ayer.
p.118. Lewis Edwin Hahn. United States of America : The Library of Living Philosophers, 1993.
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A Ayer, The Foundations of Empirical Knowledge, p.107.
“| believe that this mistake about the nature of meaning is reflected in the ordinary
formulation of “ the correspondence theory of truth”. For when we are told that a sentence expresses

a true proposition if and only if it is used in such a way that it corresponds to a fact,...”
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“® Paul Gochet. “On Sir Alfred Ayer’s Theory of Truth”, The Philosophy of A.J.Ayer. p.203.
Lewis Edwin Hahn. United States of America : The Library of Living Philosophers, 1993.

“if the meaning of the sentence is the same, whether what it expresses is true or false, and if
in the case where it express a falsehood it cannot mean an empirical fact, then it does not mean an
empirical fact even when it happens to express what is true ....The course that is favoured by most
philosophers... is to invent a class of would-be facts, which they call ‘propositions’ *

“* Ibid., p.204.
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o A.J.Ayer, Language, Truth and Logic, 2" ed.,(London: Victor Gollancz, 1946), p.35.
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“| propose to say that a statement is directly verifiable if it is either itself an observation-
statements, or is such that in conjunction with one or more observation-statement which is not
deducible from these other premises alone; and | propose to say that a statement is indirectly
verifiable if it satisfies the following condition: first, that in conjunction with certain other premises it
entails at least one or more directly verifiable statements which are not deducible from these other
premises alone; and secondly, that these other premises do not include any statement that is not
either analytic, or directly verifiable, or capable of being independently established as indirectly

verifiable.”
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" Brand Blanshard, “Coherence as the Test and Nature of Truth”, Meaning and Knowledge:
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Harcourt, Brace & World, 1965.
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™ Tscha Hung. “Ayer and The Vienna Circle”, The Philosophy of A.J.Ayer. p.290. Lewis
Edwin Hahn. United States of America : The Library of Living Philosophers, 1993.

“They thought that talk of comparing empirical sentences with reality was without any doubt
metaphysical and that empirical sentences in science could be compared only with sentences.

™ Ibid., p.292.

“Anyone who takes coherence seriously as the sole criterion of truth must consider any
fabricated tale to be no less true than a historical report or the proposition in chemistry text-book, so
long as the tale is well enough fashioned to harbor no contradictions anywhere.”

" Ibid., p.291.

“Why should it be assumed that only one completely coherent system of propositions is

conceivable?”
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" gy e Yoy, “nasfauasslunnsdinnman, wii me.
e A.J.Ayer, The Origins of Pragmatism, (San Francisco: Freeman and Cooper, 1968), p.40.
“° William James, Pragmatism, (London : Harvard University Press, 1975), p.96.

= A.J.Ayer, The Origins of Pragmatism, p.189.

“James was uninterested in arriving at a formal definition of truth beyond ‘agreement ... with

reality’ since such a formal definition, although not incorrect, was ‘uninformative’ ”.
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- Op.cit.

“if and only if it works”

= James Campbell. “Ayer and Pragmatism”, The Philosophy of A.J.Ayer. p.87. Lewis Edwin
Hahn. United States of America : The Library of Living Philosophers, 1993.

e A.J.Ayer, Metaphysics and Common Sense, (San Francisco : Freeman, Cooper, 1970),
p.92

“For a proposition to be true it is not necessary that any one should believe, or even
consider, it: there are countless facts that never will be known. No one knows, for example, how many
fish there are in North Sea at this moment, or how many human beings have been born and died in

last four thousand years, but certainly there is fact a definite number in each case”
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“ Ibid., p.90.

“Ayer distinguishes in James’s work three areas within the topic of truth, of which the first two
— “truth in relation to matters of fact” and “apriori truths”- as straightforward recording cases need not
detain us here. Ayer’s third area covers that range of human life that he variously describes as “moral

and aesthetic judgments,” “moral and religious questions,” and “spiritual and moral needs” “
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